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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to consider in detail an important phenomenon in the
critical thought of a great contemporary Arab Literary critic, namely Shukri
Muhammad ‘Ayyad’s tendency to establish foundational roots for modern
developments in modern Arabic literature and criticism. This tendency has manifested
itself in his attempts to establish foundational roots for modern Arabic stylistics on the
grounds of the two Arabic classical disciplines of rhetoric and grammar as well as for
modern Arabic literary genres such as the novel, the short story and drama, in addition
to his endeavor to relate al-Kalil’s prosody to the sciences of music and phonetics.

The importance of this phenomenon in ‘Ayad’s work stems from the attempt of
modern Arabic literary criticism to free itself from the state of subordination to
western critical doctrines in the hope of formulating an independent character based
on the great Arabic critical heritage as well as on the living Arab reality, without
neglecting the contributions of “the Other”, with which Arabic culture has always
interacted, and from which has greatly benefited.

In order to do justice to the study of this tendency and to show its importance and
potential, the thesis is divided into four sections. While the first section discusses
‘Ayyad cultural formation and his motives for this tendency of establishing
foundational roots for new developments in modern Arabic literature and criticism,
the second section deals with his attempt to establish foundational roots for modern
Arabic narrative genres, explaining his viewpoint about their relationships with
classical Arabic tradition on the one hand and with Arab living reality on the other. It
also considers ‘Ayyad’s attempt at establishing foundational roots for Arabic prosody
by relating it to modern studies of both music and phonetics.

As for the third section, it discusses ‘Ayyad’s endeavor to establish foundational
roots for Arabic stylistics by expounding the concepts and trends of modern Western
stylistics, and then by exploring the potential contributions of classical Arabic
rhetoric towards establishing modern Arabic stylistics.

The fourth and final section is devoted to a detailed analysis of ‘Ayyad’s practical
stylistic criticism, in order to test, on the one hand its consistency and the degree of its
harmony with his theoretical views, and to explore the potential of his attempt for any

further development in this new field.
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